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I* CL i Com it Uck»«.both air and sea-on JittioskUst shipping In 
Tpciwm# stress (10 a ad 11 Jan) ar® heaviest yet staged. First 
report of sea-battle say® Tachen* now left without may ChiNat 
Naval support. Island* already almost without air support, 
garrisoned by green troops. As result, Tachens extremely 
vulnerable to ChiCotn amphibious attack (which could cow# 
any t 1st) . 

A L Air assault (Id Jan) seemed aimed disrupt Nationalist 

rotation of Tacben garrison (with new troops irom Formosa) 
begun 21 .uec *54; Hit during second phase in rotation, 
when harbor tilled with Nationalist ships— only 01 on 
station, three LST*s, may saaiier vessels, 
fc* tor seven hour* , Chi Cos fighters and b omb&rs (reports 
range between 65 and 10t>) struck at shipping, hit all 
three L8T'* also the D£. On# LST, loaded with artillery 
ammunition, caught fire and is believed to be total loss. 
Damage to the other vessels was relatively light, but 
j about 150 personnel wounded, 10 killed. 

_fjpj After air alack, which caught Tachen command “flat footed,** 
ail ships put to sea. ‘Shortly after midnight 11 Jaa, were 

’ 4 intercepted by unknown number ChlCocu torpedo boats. One 

- fi Nationalist gunboat was hit and abandoned. The air-hit PE 

” »y ts?as fetruoic again, is reported enroute to Formosa with 

I 2 SAj i 

( £Sol ua:«a^e. Other details on sea battle ar# not y#t 

i c 'V : i&it.&w ix 
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II. Result of" this CospBusisi one-two punch im that Tachcas are 
wide open to any invasion, without effective air and naval 
support, islands would be captured quickly. 

Ill, Situation in other major coastal islands held by the national- 
ist!*— the afatsus sad the Quemoys— is relatively quiet , 

A. Coaeunist guns continue to shell the uesaoys sporadically* 
bat with little effect. 

S. Ceeeuniets are now reported to be using a new road in 

Fuklea Province, opposite Mt&ma, which apparently leads 
to coastal artillery positions reported under construction 
within range of nose of the ftatsue. 
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